A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
already well over twenty, in 991, there was a serious effort of a
new kind, coming from overseas, to make profit out of the
disorganized society of England.
The second chapter of the Danish invasions, as they are called,
had begun. They differed from the first welter and chaos of the
early raids (which Alfred had stemmed) in these two things: that
there came to be a dynastic aim—that is, a desire to establish a
Scandinavian kingdom in England, and that these new kings, as
they desired to make themselves, were already becoming
Christian, and Norway and Denmark with them. They were as
yet very imperfectly civilized, but, having accepted baptism, they
could be received as equals and as something 'possible/ while
the old pirates had been a mere disaster, and regarded as wild
beasts and enemies of mankind.
Olaf of Norway, a Christian king, came with a great fleet this
year, 991, into the Suffolk waterways, and sacked Ipswich. The
governor of Essex was sent against him, met him at Maldon, on
the estuary of the Blackwater, and was defeated in a great
Scandinavian victory. The invaders were paid money to with-
draw, but the new perils for the disunited society of England
had begun, and were to last a long lifetime.
The Massacre of St Brice's Day. The position was this.
There were, among the richer people, many men and a few
women of Scandinavian blood firmly settled in England. They
were nothing in numbers, compared to the millions of the
population, but they were rivals to the local magnates and to
the English King himself. They could always, unless they were
given posts and favours, appeal to their kinsmen beyond the
North Sea, and the society of England had become so distracted
with rivalries and treasons that the Scandinavian intrusion was
felt as a menace by the small, rich governing class and by what
was now the established English monarchy. The English mon-
archy of that day was a monarchy loosely held, with magnates
under it half independent, on the parallel of what was going on
all over Christendom as feudalism developed. Still, it had the
title and position of English kingship, and, a lure to each
invader, a royal revenue and a hoard, or treasury.
After the battle of Maldon—that is, at the approach of the
year 1000—two policies lay for choice before the King and his
native lords. Either they must try to absorb, and amalgamate
with, the Scandinavian menace, or they must lean towards the
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